28    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
style of life is refined; and the delight which we daily feel in all these things helps to banish melancholy. Because of the greatness of our city, the fruits of the whole earth flow in upon us; so that we enjoy the goods
of other countries as freely as of our own.....And
in the matter of education, whereas they [the "Nazi" Spartans] from early youth are always undergoing laborious exercises which are to make youth brave; we live at ease, and yet are equally ready to face the perils which they face. . . .'
Pericles could not have spoken better if he were giving a speech in honour of the heroes fallen at Guadalcanal. He could write the Thanksgiving Proclamation for j 943 in exactly the same words. For here is the essence of democracy as Pericles perceived it and as Thucydides reported it from memory (and his own imagination), and in the exact terms in which a New York Times editorial might have put it:
For we are lovers of the beautiful, yet with economy, and we cultivate the mind without loss of manliness. . . . An Athenian citizen does not neglect the state because he takes care of his own household; and even those of us who are engaged in business have a very fair idea of politics. We alone regard a man who takes no interest in public affairs, not as a harmless, but as a useless character; and if few of us are originators, we are all sound judges of a policy. The great impediment to action is, in our opinion, not discussion, but want of that knowledge which is gained by discussion preparatory to action. For we have a peculiar power of thinking before we act and of acting too, whereas other men are courageous from ignorance. ... To sum up: I say that Athens is the school of Hellas, and that the in-
Thucydides, Peloponnesian War, Bk. II, Ch. 36-39.